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Following the events of Easter, Jesus appeared to the disciples and gave them instructions 

regarding what to expect and to do in remembrance of Him and to carry on His work on earth. 

This lesson visits important elements of these events, culminating with the Ascension and its 

importance.  

 

Student application: We are all called to follow the Great Commission, and to celebrate and 

serve Jesus. 

 

Weekly Challenge: Share the love…We don’t need to necessarily be risking our lives in foreign 

countries to spread the good news of Christ. This week, make an effort to show kindness and 

love, whether through a smile, note, or just being present. Listen to people and make eye contact. 

How will you carry on God’s love this week? 

 

Jesus died and rose again…but He didn’t go straight up to Heaven afterwards. He was actually 

on earth for forty days prior to His ascension, and during that time He appeared in various ways 

to people. It seems that He may have had different features at this state. 

The disciples did not always recognize Him immediately, and Christ seems to quickly appear 

and disappear. There are at least eleven instances listed in the Bible depicting how He came to 

His followers…some significant ones of note include: 

• Appearance to Mary Magdalene, the “other Mary,” and Peter on the day of resurrection (John 

20:11-18; Luke 24:1-11 and 34) 

• Appearance to the disciples on the road to Emmaus on the evening of resurrection (Luke 24:13-

35). Note that here Jesus was not immediately recognized.  

• Appearance to the disciples at Jerusalem, and again when Thomas was present with them (John 

20:19-24; Mark 16:14-18). The significant elements here involve how Jesus proved who He was. 

He explained the scripture and fulfillment of God’s plan. He also made sure the disciples knew 

He was not just a ghost or vision—He ate with them, showed His wounds, and allowed them to 

touch Him as living evidence. 

 

• Visit to the fishing disciples at the heavenly fish fry (John 21:1-23). At this point, it seems 

Peter is officially reinstated and forgiven for his rejection on the night of crucifixion. Jesus 

instructs Him in no uncertain terms to follow and to tell others about Him. 

• Farewell to the disciples prior to ascension (Acts 1:4-10). Here Jesus promises to send the Holy 

Spirit to comfort and guide them, and instructs them to go into all the world spreading the good 

news of who He is. This command is for us, too, as is the promise of the Holy Spirit’s blessing 

and guidance. 

• “Life re-cap” and instructions prior to ascension….this appears in Luke 24: He said to them, 

“This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 

about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.46 He told them, “This is 

what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
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Jerusalem.48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50 When he 

had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he 

was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

-Luke 24:44-53 

 

The life, death, and resurrection of Christ is the culmination and importance of the whole Bible. 

It demonstrates fulfillment of God’s great plan and proves He keeps His promises. We know the 

Gospels to be true and with these witnesses to resurrection we know HE is true. What more can 

we do than follow the instructions of Jesus and bear witness? Our job is to recognize the 

significance of what Christ did, and to share that with one another. We are to rejoice in His 

resurrection and to worship and praise God. 

We can be eager to continue His work on earth as we love and serve His people. 
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